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Stadium cleaners secure living wage deal

Workers cancel planned hunger strike after MSA approves pay raise of more than
50%

By Ben Nuckols

The Associated Press

7:06 PM EDT, September 6, 2007

Day laborers who clean Oriole Park at Camden Yards
canceled a planned hunger strike today after the Maryland
Stadium Authority approved a pay raise of more than 50
percent for the workers in their next contract.

People on the cleanup crews, who frequently work into the
wee hours of the morning picking up beer cups and hot dog
wrappers, currently make $7 an hour.

The state's three-year contract with Knight Facilities
Management Inc., which hires the crews, expires in January,
and the stadium authority's board voted 5-2 today to mandate
a wage of $11.30 in the next contract.

The vote brings the stadium authority in line with a new state law requiring state contractors to pay their
employees a "living wage" of $11.30 in the Baltimore-Washington corridor and $8.50 in the rest of the
state.

While the living wage law will not apply to the stadium workers because of their part-time status, stadium
authority chairman Frederick W. Puddester said the authority should follow the state's lead and make it a
priority to pay a living wage.

"We are technically exempt," Puddester said. "I certainly wouldn't want to be in a position to call on that
technicality."

The United Workers Association, a human rights group founded by homeless day laborers in Baltimore,
released a statement shortly after the vote heralding a "historic victory for low-wage workers" and
announcing that the planned hunger strike would not go forward.
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"We're extremely excited about the passage of the living wage," said Greg Rosenthal, a spokesman for the
group. "It's been a long, hard struggle to get to this point."

Rosenthal said the group's next task would be "to make sure that our members, the people that are cleaning
there now, have a fair chance at getting a job and being part of the living wage in the next season."

Stadium authority board member Dennis B. Mather, who voted against the change, said he was concerned
that the workers the authority was trying to help would end up losing their jobs, pointing out that more
people would be willing to work the graveyard shift at Camden Yards for $11.30 an hour.

"My concern is that the people we are trying to protect may not have a job," Mather said. Later, he added:
"Often, when we pass laws, we intend to do one thing and something else happens."

Rosenthal credited Puddester for his support of the wage increase, but he said the threat of a hunger strike
was an effective tool for galvanizing support.

"The living wage hunger strike definitely brought these issues to the forefront," he said.
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